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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim RBjBctions - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 21 - 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Vistar Telecommunications Inc. Zuliani et al. (WO 
97/65432 hereinafter '^Zuliani", sited as prior art 4/20/2005). 

3. Referring to claim 21, Zuliani discloses a media adapter 
comprising: 

a wireless (element 2 of figure 1) communication interface 
(elements 8 to 9 of figure 1) to receive video data from a 
remote program (element 4 of figure 1) ; 

a wired (element 7 of figure 1) communication interface 
(elements 9 to 10 of figure 1) to send control data to the 
remote program (element 4 of figure 1) ; 

a display interface (element 10 of figure 1) to direct the 
video data to a display device (element 11 of figure 1) ; 
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an input interface (elements 10 and 12 of figure 1) to 
receive the control data for the remote program (element 4 of 
figure 1) from a controller (element 12 of figure 1) ; and 

a processor (set top controller element 63 of fig 3 and in 
detail figure 4) arranged to direct the video data to the 
display interface and to direct the control data to the wired 
communication interface. 

Zuliani sites the operation of TX/RX unit to fully encompass 
utility of a wireless communication from Ku Broadcast satellite 
and wired communication containing control data through the set^ 
top box. The examiner notes Zuliani as teaching an adapter upon 
which it has interfaces with the set -top box for wired 
communication and with a satellite for wireless. Display 
interface is expressed in terms of a TV and an input device is 
the combination of the set-top box in conjunction with the 
universal remote. The system encompasses all the limitations 
set forth in the claim. 

5. Referring to media adapter claim 23, Zuliani describes 
decoding the video information before the directing. (Elements 
54, 57, and 58 of figure 3, para 1 of page 7) 
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Zuliani expresses various decoders that would equate to a 
sxibset of the decoding process expressed in claim 23: an FEC 
decoder, and MPEG video and audio decoders. 

6. Zuliani describes referring to media adapter claim 24, 
wherein processor is further arranged to encode (element 71 
Encoder) the control data before directing it to the wired 
communication interface (paragraphs 3 & 4 of page 7) . 

7. Zuliani describes referring to media adapter claim 25, 
wherein the first communication link includes a wireless link, 
and wherein the second communication link includes a wired link 
that operates over alternate current -carrying lines (element 7 
of figure 1) . 

Zuliani 's teaching of a wired link that is interpreted by the 
examiner as having alternate current -carrying capacity is 
accordingly rejected by the reference's teachings. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Zuliani in view of Jones et al . (US Patent 
Number 5,018,197 hereinafter ''Jones"). 

10. Referring to method claim 1, an apparatus claim 8, machine 
readable medium claim 16, and media adapter claim 21, Zuliani 
discloses a method, system and media adapter comprising: 

receiving video information from a remote program (from 
hub, element 4 of figure 1) over a first communication link 
(element 1 of figure 1, para 3 of page 1, and para 7 of page 4) 

directing the video information to a display device (TV, 
element 11 of figure 1) ; (para 4 of page 1, thru para 3 of page 
2) 

receiving input information from an input device (elements 
10 and 12 of figure 1) ; and (para 2 thru 4 of page 7) 

sending the input information to the remote program over a 
second communication link that is different than the first 
communication link. (Para 7 of page 4, thru para 3 of page 5) 
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Zuliani sites the operation of TX/RX unit to fully encompass 
utility of a wireless communication from Ku Broadcast satellite 
and wired communication containing control data through the set- 
top box. The examiner notes Zuliani as teaching an adapter upon 
which it has interfaces with the set -top box for wired 
communication and with a satellite for wireless. Display 
interface is expressed in terms of a TV and an input device is 
the combination of the set-top box in conjunction with the 
universal remote. The system encompasses all the limitations 
set forth in the claim. 

Zuliani fails to teach the said first and second communication 
links to be bidirectional, 

Jones teaches the above limitations in an analogous 
apparatus having simultaneous storing of a subscriber unit 
address and decryption key over a cable. In order to have such 
an apparatus (column 1, lines 37 - 47) , Jones teaches a 
bidirectional communication link for packet data and video data 
transferred in encrypted form from the subscriber unit to the 
decoder, (element 14, bidirectional communication link, see 
column 2, lines 10 - 19) . 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
apparatus of Zuliani with the above teachings of Jones. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make a 
well known modification of bidirectional functionality in order 
to maintain a high security video decoder system integrated as 
suggested by Jones (column 1, lines 36 - 64) . 

10. In reference to variations between a ''communication link" 
and a ''communication interface" , examiner notes and defines them 
to be interpreted as separate but equivalent in concept as they 
are complementary items. A communication link is the channel 
that carries information where as the communication interface 
sends and receives said signal. Video when sent over a 
communication link can be classified as output or input data and 
relatively high in bandwidth. Examiner henceforth will take 
video information, output data and high bandwidth information to 
represent the same information in the scope of this application. 

11. As references cited by the examiner in rejection of certain 
claims are a specific form output device and display device will 
be understood by the examiner to represent an equivalent device 
when interpreting claims 



f 
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12. Although claims 1, 8, and 16 have been drafted as separate 
independent claims, they appear to relate effectively to the 
same subject matter and to differentiate from each other only 
with regard to the definition of the subject matter for which 
protection is sought and in respect of the terminology used for 
the features of that subject matter. The aforementioned claims 
therefore lack conciseness. 

13. Referring to method claim 2 and machine readable medium 
claim 17 Zuliani describes decoding the video information before 
the directing. (Elements 54, 57, and 58 of figure 3, para 1 of 
page 7) 

Zuliani expresses various decoders that would equate to a 
subset of the decoding process expressed in claim 2 : an FEC 
decoder, and MPEG video and audio decoders. 

14 . Zuliani describes referring to method claim 3 wherein the 
sending input information over a second communication link is 
performed concurrently with the receiving video information over 
a first communication link, (Para 1 - 2 of page 2) 
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15. Zuliani describes referring to method claims 4 and 5, and 
machine readable medium claim 18 : 

wherein the first communication link has a higher 
associated bandwidth than the second communication link. (Para 1 
of page 2) 

wherein the second communication link has a lower 
associated latency than the first communication link, (para 2-4 
of page 2) 

16. Zuliani describes referring to method claim 6, apparatus 
claims 9 thru 14, and machine readable medium claim 20 wherein 
the first communication link includes a wireless link, and 
wherein the second communication link includes a wired link that 
operates over alternate current -carrying lines. 

17. Zuliani' s teaching of a wired link that is interpreted by 
the examiner as having alternate current -carrying capacity is 
accordingly rejected by the reference's teachings. 

18. Zuliani describes referring to method claim 7, apparatus 
claim 15, and machine readable medium claim 19, wherein the 
remote program includes a video game or video display 
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application executed on a remote computing device. (Para 7 of 
page 4) 

19. Examiner interprets Zuliani's teaching on various video and 
infotainment services to align with the video game genre and 
thus require a means to control such games with a controller 
such as a universal remote. 

Response to Arguments 

20. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) of 
rejection. 

21. Applicant's arguments filed 10/05/2005 with respect to 
claims 21 - 25 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The original rejection consisting of the original 
Zuliani reference holds to anticipate the unamended claims and 
stand with respect to the applicant's arguments. 

Conclusion 

22. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground (s) of 
rejection presented in this Office Action. Accordingly, THIS 
ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07 (a) . Applicant is 
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reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136 (a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Aurangzeb 
Hassan whose telephone number is (571)272-8625. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9 T^VI to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Kim Huynh can be 
reached on (571)272-4147. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/689.877 



Page 12 



Art Unit: 2182 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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